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LIQUID METAL MARINE CREATES WEST COAST VESSELS
“Clients can ask for just
about anything they can

Local Aluminum Boat
Builders Fueled by Love of
Ocean Exploration

S

imagine, and the team can
come up with a 3-D model

IDNEY - Kristi Benwell’s
passion for ex ploration
has fueled her love of boat
building.
Her company, Liquid Metal
Marine, is a custom aluminum
boat manufacturer that tailors
its products for the West Coast’s
unique sea-scape and esthetic.
“There have always been a lot
of talented boat builders on Vancouver Island, but all of a sudden, American companies began
to dominate the local market,”
says Benwell. “They often have
high quality products, but none
of these companies are building
boats specifically for the west
coast.”
For the team at Liquid Metal
Marine, a good boat needs to be
more than functional. It needs to
be built with attention to detail,
blending esthetic details with a
custom-tailored design to create
a product that perfectly suits its
clients’ needs.
“We’re high quality builders,
and our products are available
for a huge range of applications,”
says Benwell. “We want people

of what they’re going to
get, including detailed
data analysis of floatation
and stability. This way,
the customer can know
exactly what they’re
going to get before we
begin building, giving
them a lot of confidence
in our product before it
ever touches the water.”
KRISTI BENWELL

The team at Liquid Metal, which includes an ABYC Certified Marine Electrical Technician

OWNER OF LIQUID METAL MARINE

Congratulations to Liquid Metal Marine
on your continued success!

Ship’s Agents/Customs Brokers

to take advantage of living where
we do. That’s the core of what
this company is based on: passion for the outdoors and passion
for the beautiful area we live in.”
Working out of a nearly 7,000
square foot shop on 2057 Mills
Road, Sidney, Benwell and her
team have built vessels as large
as a 65 foot catamaran for a local
whale watching company.
“We are exclusively custom
boat builders,” she says. “We use
a fantastic team of naval architects from around the Island
with outstanding design skills.”
“Clients can ask for just about
anything they can imagine, and
the team can come up with a 3-D
model of what they’re going to
get, including detailed data analysis of floatation and stability. This way, the customer can
know exactly what they’re going
to get before we begin building,
giving them a lot of confidence
in our product before it ever
touches the water.”
Once the model is approved,

the metal cutting for various
components is outsourced to
another shop, to help keep the
final cost as low as possible.
“We assemble the pieces from
the metal cutters like a giant jigsaw puzzle,” she continues. “In
the end, people are always happy
with the result.”
T he team has more than 50
years of combined experience
a nd bu i ld a l l the compa ny’s
b oats to T ra n sp or t Ca n ad a
TP1332 regulations. The shop
is certified by the Canadian
Welding Bureau and all wiring
is completed to ABYC standards
by its ABYC Certified Marine
Electrical Technician.
The company has experienced
slow, steady growth over nearly
20 years to get to this point.
“I g rew up on t he Sa a n ich
Peninsula and I always loved
being on the water,” says Benwell. “There are so many opportunities to explore here, with
beaches and islands, so when I
began to look at getting into the

Kristi Benwell founded
Liquid Metal Marine in 2000,
shortly after completing her
apprenticeship
trades, I wanted to look at boat
building.”
Upon completing her apprenticeship in 2000, she started Liquid Metal Marine with business

Proud to be neighbours with Kristi and her crew at Liquid Metal. Keep on welding!
Jencam Transport | 2061 Mills Rd | Sidney, BC | 250-655-8266
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A boat in the Knight Series, Rigid Hull Inflatable work boats that
feature rugged hulls and heavy-duty inflatable tube sets and are
designed specifically for rescue operations

A Salish Cabin Cruiser, manufactured by Liquid Metal. Salish boats are what the company calls
“weekender style vessels,” focussed on meeting more recreational needs

a slow and steady progression
since I started the company, and
it’s taken time to get our name
out there in the industry.
“When I look back, we’ve been
building our knowledge, our
skills, and our team from the
beginning, getting bigger and
bigger. There were two of us to
start with, and now our staff will
average about 10, fluctuating depending on the size of a project.”
Through investing in her employees and listening to her clients’ needs, Benwell believes
Liquid Metal Marine will be
one of the West Coast’s highest
quality aluminum boat builders
for years to come.
www.liquidmetalmarine.com

We are proud supporters
of

Liquid Metal Marine!

We wish you continued
success and growth in the
years to come.
www.ccmequipment.com
sales@ccmequipment.com

Specializing in
CNC Routered
Boat Kits!
Precision Cutting,
Water Jet,
Plate Forming

The Salish Express Cruiser
partner Bill Chipper, becoming
the company’s sole owner in
2002.
“ We i n it i a l ly fo c u sse d on
building small private boats for
reaching the little islands in the
area,” she reflects. “Back then,
aluminum boats were generally rough-looking vessels, and
that didn’t suit me at the time.
We started by building boats
that were more than just function-based products.”

Since then, the business has
grown to serve a more diverse
clientele. Though the core of
Liquid Metal’s work is still in
building boats in the 20-25 foot
range, they have been contracted
by the provincial government
for enforcement, research, and
search and rescue vessels, whale
watchers, and various private
sector companies.
“Our team is very versatile,
and each year will have a unique

As the insurance provider for Liquid Metal Marine,
we would like to congratulate them on their success
and wish them great things for the future.

mix of vessel types,” she says.
Additionally, the shop is capable of working on other metal
fabrication projects, including
ramps and gangways for commercial and private customers,
radar arches, boat or truck accessories, outboard brackets,
or any custom project that is
brought to the team.
“Moving forward, we’re going to continue to grow with the
market,” says Benwell. “It’s been

METAL
FABRICATION

CNC PRECISION CUTTING

7481 Vantage Way
Delta, BC V4G 1C9
778.987.4318
E: colin@cjmtechnologies.ca
www.cjmtechnologies.ca

Always proud
to support
Liquid Metal
Marine

Congratulations on your
continued success.
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